Jul 23 05 04:5ap Harshaiu Research Inc 17852423308 p«5 

Docket 60044 PATENT APPLICATION 

Serial No. 10/811^67 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 1. (currently amended) An adjustable height golf tee support apparatus, 

2 comprising: 

3 a tubular outer sleeve having an outer sleeve closed bottom and defining an outer sleeve 

4 open top; 

5 a tubular inner sleeve slidably received in said outer sleeve through said outer sleeve open 

6 top, said inner sleeve having an inner sleeve closed bottom and defining an inner 

7 sleeve open top adapted to receive a golf tee therein; 

8 a first fastener structure along an extent of said outer sleeve; 

9 a second complementary fastener structure along an extent of said inner sleeve for 

engagement with said first fastener structure, whereby said inner sleeve is received in 
1 1 said outer sleeve at a selectable longitudinal configuration; 

^2 wherein said first fast ener structure includes a pluralitv of notches defined along an inner 

surface of said outer sleeve and arranged in a longitudinal band between said outer 
14 sleeve bottom and said outer sleeve top; 

wherein said second fastener str ucture includes a spring tab connected to said inner sleeve 
and having a flanee extending outwardlv ft'om said tab for engagement with a 
selectable one of said pluralitv of notches: 
a return slot defined i n an inner surface of said outer sleeve and extending longitudinally 
1^ substantia llv between said outer sleeve bottom and said outer sleeve lop: 
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2^ a release groove defined in said i nner surface of said outer sleeve for connecting a 

21 lowermost notch of sa id first fastener structure with a lower end of said return slot. 

22 whereby said flange is communicated to said return slot when moved bevond said 

23 lowermost notch: 

24 a reset groove defined in said i nner surface of said outer sleeve for connecting an upper 

25 end of said return slot with an uppennost notch of said first fastener structure. 
2^ whereby said flange is communic ated into engagement with said uppermost notch 
27 when said flange is at said upper end of said return slot . 

1 2. (canceled) 

1 3. (original) The golf tee support apparatus as in claim 1 wherein said first and 

2 second fastener structures are configured to resist an upward movement of said inner sleeve 

3 relative to said outer sleeve. 

1 4. (canceled) 

1 5. (currently amended) The golf tee support apparatus as in olaim 4 claim 1 

2 further comprising a spring positioned in said outer sleeve for urging said inner sleeve toward 

3 said outer sleeve open top, whereby said inner sleeve is moved upwardly when said flange is 

4 positioned in said return slot. 



3 
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1 6. (original) The golf tec support apparatus as in claim 1 wherein said outer 

2 sleeve bottom includes a pointed tip for selectively penetrating a ground surface. 

1 7. (original) The golf tee support apparatus as in claim 1 wherein said inner 

2 sleeve includes a flexible and resilient construction so as to flexibly receive and withstand an 

3 impact by a golf club. 

1 8. (original) The golf tee support apparatus as in claim 7 wherein said inner 

2 sleeve is constructed of a rubber or elastomeric material. 

1 9. (original) The golf tee support apparatus as in claim 1 further comprising a 

2 disc-shaped collar mounted to said outer sleeve at said open top, said collar defining a central 

3 aperture having a diameter at least as large as a diameter of said inner sleeve such that said inner 

4 sleeve is movable therethrough. 

1 10. (original) A height adjustable apparatus for supporting a golf tee, comprising: 

2 an outer sleeve having an outer sleeve closed bottom and defining an outer sleeve open 

3 top; 

4 an inner sleeve slidably received in said outer sleeve through said outer sleeve open top, 

5 said inner sleeve having a closed inner sleeve bottom and defining an inner sleeve 

6 open top, said inner sleeve being movable between an extended configuration in 

7 which said inner sleeve open top is outwardly displaced from said outer sleeve open 
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8 top and a retracted configuration in which said inner sleeve is completely posiiioned 

9 within said outer sleeve; 

10 means for biasing said inner sleeve toward said extended configuration; 

1 1 means for maintaining said inner sleeve at a selectable longitudinal configuration relative 

12 to said outer sleeve; and 

13 a cam assembly situated in said outer casing for selectably releasing said inner sleeve to 

14 move fi-om said retracted configuration to said extended configuration. 

1 11. (original) The apparatus as in claim 10 wherein said biasing means is a spring 

2 positioned in said outer sleeve between said outer sleeve bottom and said inner sleeve bottom, 

3 said spring bearing against said inner sleeve bottom. 

1 12. (original) The apparatus as in claim 10 wherein said maintaining means 

2 includes: 

3 a first fastener structure along an extent of said outer sleeve; and 

4 a second complementary fastener structure along an extent of said inner sleeve for 

5 engagement with said first fastener structure, whereby said inner sleeve is received in 

6 said outer sleeve at a selectable longitudinal configuration. 



5 
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1 13, (original) The apparatus as in claim 12 wherein: 

2 said first fastener structure includes a plurality of notches defined along an inner surface of 

3 said outer sleeve and arranged in a longitudinal band between said outer sleeve 

4 bottom and said outer sleeve top; and 

5 said second fastener structure includes a resilient tab connected to said inner sleeve and 

6 having a flange extending outwardly jfrom said tab for engagement with a selectable 

7 one of said plurality of notches. 



1 14. (original) The apparatus as in claim 13 wherein said plurality of notches and 

2 said flange are configured to resist relative movement toward said extended configuration, 

1 15. (original) The apparatus as in claim 1 3 wherein said cam assembly includes: 

2 a return slot defined in an inner surface of said outer sleeve and extending longitudinally 

3 substantially between said outer sleeve bottom and said outer sleeve top; 

4 a release groove defined in said inner surface of said outer sleeve for connecting a 

5 lowermost notch of said first fastener structure with a lower end of said return slot, 

6 whereby said flange is communicated to said return slot when moved beyond said 

7 lowermost notch; and 

8 a reset groove defined in said inner surface of said outer sleeve for connecting an upper 

9 end of said return slot with an uppermost notch of said first fastener structure, 

0 whereby said flange is communicated into engagement with said uppermost notch 

1 when said flange is at said upper end of said return slot, whereby said flange, when 

6 
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12 positioned in said return slot, is slidably movable along said return slot when said 

13 inner sleeve is urged toward said extended configuration by said biasing means. 

1 16. (original) The apparatus as in claim 15 wherein: 

2 a movement of said flange along said release groove from said lowermost notch to said 

3 return slot rotates said inner sleeve about 90'' in a first direction; 

4 a movement of said flange along said reset slot from said return slot to said uppermost 

5 notch rotates said inner sleeve about 90° in a second direction opposite said first 

6 direction. 

1 17. (original) The apparatus as in claim 10 wherein said inner sleeve includes a 

2 flexible and resilient construction so as to flexibly withstand an impact by a golf club. 

1 18. (original) The apparatus as in claim 17 wherein said inner sleeve is constructed 

2 of a rubber or elastomeric material. 



1 19. (original) The apparatus as in claim 10 further comprising a disc-shaped collar 

2 mounted to said outer sleeve at said open top, said collar defining a central aperture having a 

3 diameter at least as large as a diameter of said inner sleeve such that said inner sleeve is movable 

4 therethrough. 
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1 20. (original) A height adjustable apparatus for supporting a golf tee, comprising: 

2 an outer sleeve having an outer sleeve closed bottom and defining an outer sleeve open 

3 top; 

4 an inner sleeve slidably received in said outer sleeve through said outer sleeve open top, 

5 said inner sleeve having a closed inner sleeve bottom and defining an inner sleeve 

6 open top adapted to receive a golf tee therein, said inner sleeve being movable 

7 between an extended configuration in which said inner sleeve open top is outwardly 

8 displaced firom said outer sleeve open top and a retracted configuration in which said 

9 inner sleeve is completely positioned within said outer sleeve; 

10 a spring positioned in said outer sleeve for biasing said inner sleeve toward said extended 

1 1 configuration; 

12 a first fastener structure along an ^tent of said outer sleeve; 

13 a second complementary fastener stmcture along an extent of said inner sleeve for 

engagement with said first fastener structure, whereby said inner sleeve is received in 
^ 5 said outer sleeve at a selectable longitudinal configuration; and 

16 a cam assembly situated in said outer casing for selectably releasing said inner sleeve to 

"love fi-om said retracted configuration to said extended configuration. 



1 
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